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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 
July16, 2026 

 
 

Members Present: Brian Northam, Amber English, James Barnes, Teresa Hayes  
Members Absent: Drew Skeen 
Staff Present: Loretta Ponton, Executive Director 

Henna Rasul, Senior Deputy Attorney General 
Public Present: Bruno Stephanie, REHS, Vincent Valiente, REHS 
 
 
Brian Northam, Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.  A roll call confirmed a quorum 
was present.  
 
Public Comment - Chair Northam opened the meeting for public comments.  There were no 
comments. 
 
Public Hearing – LCB File R008-26 – Chair Northam opened the public hearing on regulation 
LCB File No. R008-26.  Ms. Ponton summarized the purpose and content of the proposed 
regulation.  Chair Northam asked if there were any public comments or comments from the 
Board.  Hearing none, closed the public workshop. 
 
Consideration of Public Comments/Adoption of LCB File R008-26 – Having heard no public 
comments, Chair Northam called for a vote.  Teresa Hayes made the motion, seconded by James 
Barnes to approve LCB File No. R008-26 as presented.  The motion passed. 
 
Approval of the Minutes - Chair Northam asked if there were any corrections or revisions to the 
minutes of April 16, 2026.  Hearing no comments, called for a motion.  
 
James Barnes made the motion, seconded by Amber English to approve the minutes of April 16, 
2026. The motion passed.  
 
Ratification of Registrations Issued by Staff – Chair Northam called for a motion.  
 
Teresa Hayes made the motion, seconded by James Barnes, to approve the registrations as listed. 
The motion passed.  
 
Chair Northam stated agenda item 8. has been withdrawn and moved on to agenda item 9. 
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Department of Business and Industry, Office of Boards Commissions and Council 
Standards - Chair Northam called upon Loretta Ponton.  
 
Ms. Ponton reported the Public Hearing on the proposed regulation was held May 11, 2026, with 
on-site access in Carson City and Las Vegas.  A Letter of Opposition to adoption with comments 
and proposed revisions was submitted on behalf of the Board.  The regulation was adopted 
without discussion or consideration of any of the comments received.  A written statement of 
reasons and rationale in considering public comments was requested, the written statement was 
issued dated June 9th. 

 
Subsequently, an Open Meeting Law Complaint was filed on the grounds; the agenda format and 
language was not in compliance, there was no discussion of public input nor were any 
amendments proposed by B & I, and reasonable accommodation for public access was limited.  
The OML Complaint was submitted to the Attorney General’s Office and is under consideration 
by the Boards and Open Government Division. 
 
A formal Notice of Procedural and Statutory Violations Regarding Proposed Regulation R074-
25 was sent to the Legislative Council Bureau, Legal Division and to the Chair of the Legislative 
Commission on June 22, 2026, requesting the regulation not be heard. 
 
The regulation was not on the agenda of June 30, 2026, of the Legislative Commission.   
 
Ms. Ponton reported that Director Sanchez issued a letter to all Boards to  clarify the limitations 
on services that may be provided by the Department’s internal Fiscal, Information Technology, 
and Human Resources divisions.  The letter is most likely a prelude to a 2027 Legislative 
Session B & I bill that again will request funding through “cost allocation assessments” to 
Boards. 
 
Proposed Revisions to NRS 625A – 2027 Legislative Session – Chair Northam call upon 
Loretta Ponton to present. 
 
Ms. Ponton presented three options for discussion regarding potential legislation at the 2027 
Legislative Session.   
 
Option A would move the Board under either the Nevada Health Authority, HCQC, Bureau of 
Health Care Quality and Compliance which has an Occupational Licensing section or 
Department of Human Services, State Board of Health.  Both agencies have occupational 
Advisory Boards reporting to the Board of Health; are administered by state agency employees, 
fees are deposited to a dedicated State fund to pay for administration.  The agencies have 
differing on-line licensing systems.  The Board of Health approves advisory board regulations. 
 
Option B would retain independent Board status under B & I, subject to B & I oversight.  
Challenges include rising costs of operations; stagnant registrations; fee caps, 20% increased 
administrative workload if R074-25 is approved and potential for B & I cost assessments. 
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Option C would remove the Board from B & I oversight and would seek to be a stand-alone 
Board such as the Board for the Regulation of Liquefied Petroleum Gas and Long-Term Care 
Administrators Board. 

After discussion on all options, there was consensus that Option A would be the most 
appropriate. 

Chair Northam called for a motion. 

Teresa Hayes made the motion, seconded by Amber English to pursue with the Department of 
Human Services and/or the Nevada Health Authority their support for legislation to create the 
Environmental Health Specialists Advisory Board to the State Board of Health. 

The motion passed. 

Executive Director’s Report – Chair Northam called upon Ms. Ponton. 

Ms. Ponton directed the members to the written report and financial statements included in the 
Board materials.  Ms. Ponton summarized the FY 2026 4th quarter financial reports stating 
year end profit and loss results in a loss of ($2,322.84).  Cash on hand totals 
$57,605.69.  The State Balance Sheet report will be submitted to the State upon approval of the 
financials. 

Ms. Ponton reported the Language Access Plan has been updated and will be submitted to 
the Office of New Americans and the contract with Albertson Consulting Inc. for 
the Board regulatory data system and website has been amended to extend the contract 
for an additional four years.  During the contracting process, the Governor’s Technology 
Office conducted a technology information evaluation.  The evaluation provided 
conditional approval stating the domain name “nvrehs.org” must be updated to 
reflect the state “xx.nv.gov” and must be completed prior to the next contract (2030).  
Chair Northam asked if there were any further questions or comments on the 
Executive Director’s report.   

Amber English made the motion to approve the Executive Director’s Report and 
financial statements as presented.  James Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Fiscal Year 2027 Budget & Reserve Funds Analysis – Chair Northam called upon Loretta 
Ponton to present. 

Ms. Ponton presented the proposed FY 2027 Proposed Budget and Reserve Funds Analysis that 
indicates approximately 16.24 months of reserve funding on June 30, 2026.   

The FY 2027 Budget results in a deficit of $10,000 based upon projected revenue reduction due 
to less New Registration Fees and Conversion Fees with stable numbers for Renewal fees.   

Expenses include one-time cost of $6,000 for the ADA website and an increase in monthly 
maintenance and support, and general inflationary increases in all other line items. 
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Chair Northam called for a motion. 

Amber English made the motion to approve the Fiscal Year 2027 Budget as presented.  James 
Barnes seconded the motion.  The motion passed. 

Executive Director Contract Performance Review – Chair Northam called upon members to 
discuss the Executive Director performance review and bonus.  There was a consensus that 
performance is exemplary and that a bonus is warranted.  Chair Northam called for a motion. 

Amber English made the motion, seconded by James Barnes to approve a $4,000 performance 
bonus due to exemplary service.  The motion passed. 

Report from Legal Counsel – No report. 

Reports from Chair and Board Members/Future Agenda Items – Chair Northam stated he 
had no report and asked members if they had anything to report.  The next meeting was 
confirmed for November 5, 2026. 

Public Comment – Chair Northam open the meeting for public comments. There were no public 
comments.  

Adjournment - Chair Northam adjourned the meeting at 2:57 p.m. 


